
Publication Ethics and Malpractice Statement 
IFIP Wireless and Mobile Networking Conference follows strict ethical rules. Everyone involved in 

the conference/journal is required to respect them. 

The journal follows the Code of Conduct and Best Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors and 

requires its collaborators to respect the Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers drawn up by 

the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). The following statements are inspired by these 

guidelines. 

1 DUTIES OF THE JOURNAL 

1.1 REVIEW PROCESS 
All efforts are made to treat effectively and fast the submitted manuscripts. 

A submission outside the scope of the journal or going against its editorial policy can be rejected by 

the editorial board without resorting to the peer review process. 

Every submission is made anonymous and reviewed by two external referees who are expert in the 

field. 

After the editorial board and the direction have made their decision on the basis of the reviewers’ 

reports, a manuscript can be accepted, accepted with minor or major changes required or rejected. 

If the manuscript has been accepted with changes required, the editorial board and the direction 

make a definitive decision depending on how the reviewers’ suggestions or comments were taken 

into account by the author; 

If the manuscript has been rejected, a written reasoned opinion is sent to the authors. 

1.2 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
If he/she has a conflict of interest with an author, the concerned member of the editorial board 

recuses himself. 

1.3 OBJECTIVITY 
Every proposal for an article is objectively taken into consideration and its merit are judged without 

distinction of sex, religion, sexual orientation, nationality, ethnical origin, length of service or 

institutional affiliation of its authors. 

1.4 CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA USE 
The peer review process is strictly confidential. Information or correspondence on a manuscript are 

not shared with no one outside this process. No new information, argument or interpretation 

contained in a proposal is used by editors or editorial board members before publication without the 

authors’ explicit consent. 

1.5 EDITING 
Every accepted text (on the first attempt or after changes) is subjected to editorial work in close 

cooperation with the authors. 

http://publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_1.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/Ethical_guidelines_for_peer_reviewers_0.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/
https://journals.openedition.org/signata/2856#tocfrom1n1
https://journals.openedition.org/signata/2856#tocfrom2n1
https://journals.openedition.org/signata/2856#tocfrom2n2
https://journals.openedition.org/signata/2856#tocfrom2n3
https://journals.openedition.org/signata/2856#tocfrom2n4
https://journals.openedition.org/signata/2856#tocfrom2n5


1.6 FUNDAMENTAL ERRORS IN PUBLISHED WORKS 
If the editors or publisher learns that a published work contains a significant error or inaccuracy, 

then they inform the authors. It is the authors’ obligation to promptly correct or retract the paper or 

provide evidence to the journal editors of the correctness of the paper. 

2 DUTIES OF REVIEWERS 

2.1 RECUSAL 
Any invited referee who has conflicts of interest with any of the authors, companies or institutions 

connected to the manuscript and the work described therein, who feels unqualified to review the 

research reported in a manuscript or knows that its prompt review will be impossible should 

immediately notify the editors and decline the invitation to review so that alternative reviewers can 

be contacted. 

2.2 CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA USE 
The peer review process is strictly confidential. Information or correspondence on a manuscript are 

not shared with no one outside this process. No new information, argument or interpretation 

contained in a proposal is used by referees before publication without the authors’ explicit consent. 

2.3 OBJECTIVITY 
A proposal for an article is objectively taken into consideration and its merit are judged without 

distinction of sex, religion, sexual orientation, nationality, ethnical origin, length of service or 

institutional affiliation of its authors. The referees respect intellectual independence of the authors 

and clearly express their views on the basis of arguments; ad hominem attacks are prohibited. 

2.4 MULTIPLE OR REDUNDANT PUBLICATIONS 
If an invited referee is aware of a published work or another submission which contains substantial 

similarities with the proposal under evaluation, he/she informs the journal direction. 

2.5 REFERENCES 
When authors decide to publish their article originally published in Signata in another journal or 

collective book, they have to ask for permission and, if accorded, they have the obligation to 

mention the original publication of their paper in Signata. 

Referees inform the journal direction if others authors’ works are used without a reference to their 

source. 

3 DUTIES OF AUTHORS 

3.1 ORIGINALITY AND PLAGIARISM 
Authors ensure that they have written and submit only entirely original works, and if they have used 

the work and/or words of others, that this has been appropriately cited. They also ensure that their 

proposal is without prejudice to the rights of legal entities or natural persons. 
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3.2 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Authors disclose any (financial, professional…) conflicts of interest that might be construed to 

influence the results or their interpretation in the manuscript. Moreover, all sources of financial 

support for the work are disclosed. 

3.3 AUTHORSHIP 
The corresponding author ensures that all appropriate co-authors – who made significant 

contributions to the conception or interpretation of the study – and no inappropriate co-authors are 

included in the author list and verify that all co-authors have seen and approved the final version of 

the manuscript and agreed to its submission for publication. All persons who made substantial 

contributions to the work but who do not meet the criteria for authorship can be acknowledged in 

the “Acknowledgements” section. 

3.4 DEFAMATORY COMMENTS 
Authors ensure that their proposal does not contain any knowingly misrepresentations or 

defamatory or fraudulent statements. 

3.5 MULTIPLE OR REDUNDANT PUBLICATIONS 
Authors ensure that their proposal has not been published and that it is not based on published 

works. They do not submit simultaneously their paper to various journals. 

3.6 REFERENCES 
Authors ensure that they appropriately mention and quote all the works they used for their own 

one. 

3.7 EDITING 
Authors authorise the editorial team to make adjustments to their paper and cooperate when these 

adjustments are submitted to them for approval. 

3.8 FUNDAMENTAL ERRORS IN PUBLISHED WORKS 
When authors discover significant errors or inaccuracies in their own published work, it is their 

obligation to promptly notify the journal’s editors and cooperate with them to either correct the 

paper in the form of an erratum or to retract the paper. If the editors or publisher learns from a third 

party that a published work contains a significant error or inaccuracy, then it is the authors’ 

obligation to promptly correct or retract the paper or provide evidence to the journal editors of the 

correctness of the paper. 

3.9 PRINT AND DIGITAL PUBLICATION 
Authors allow the journal to distribute their paper in digital form via OpenEdition Journals. 
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