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Identita: parabole politiche di un concetto

Rolf Petri

Identity: Political Trajectories of a Concept

Early-modern dentity» discourses regarding the individual seem to have been extended to
polkical entities only by modern translations of earier philosophical writings. The 19" century
uses of the word induded several other aspects of science, religion, and biopolitics. Although
this was the quintessential century of the idea of the nation, no raevant concept of anational
Identitys emerged yet. At the tum of the 20™-century a major semantic shift became appar
ent, which woukd lay the ground for our present understanding. New meanings of «identitys
emerged In fiedds such as psychoanalysks, anthropology, urban and literature studies. They con
sidered the congruence between the natural or social environment and the «innen dimension
to be essential to escape alienation, H eldegger placed himsalf at the centre of this new debate
by making widentity= anissue of authentic existence. Yet until around 1960, the word's frequen
<y incommon language, while increasing, remained low. It seeped into the public debate inthe
following decades and has been explodng exponentially in the realm of media and coloquial
speech since 1990, Since the 19705, it has permeated nationalist, reglonalist and neo-communi-
tarian politics as well as postcofonialism and identity politics, withthe latter exerting a consid-
erableinfluence onthe normative evolution of personal rights.

Keywords: 1dentity, Personal Identity, National Identity, Neo-communitarfanism, Post-colonial
ism, Idertity politics.

L'identité frangaise est un inestimable trésor. Sans doute, est-elle d'abord le produit
d'une mystérieuse alchimie dont [e secret remonte 3 [a nuit des remps. Savant mélange
de réalités ethnigue, religiewse, linguistique et culturelle, elle a pris corps au il des
siecles dans le creuset de histoire e dusang, pour devenir le sonffle d'un destin enm
ciné dans une terre et sublimé dums une nation. (Bruno Mégret, 1997 )¢

the essenttal questions regarding identity are these: How much of our identity or
self 5 ruly representative of our awn wants and goals in life, and how much does it
reflect the wants and priorities of someone else? (Robert W. Firestone, 20131

Identita: Vingresso del concetto nel linguaggio politico ¢ pidh recente di quanto ka sua
onnipresenza non lasei immaginare, Un lettore giovane o di media eti non rcorden
un tempo quando difficilmente poteva imbattersi nella parola anche pit volte al
giorno, tra procddami politici, giornali, talk show, messaggi nei social media ¢ con

* Ringrazio Francesco Remotti, Matthew D'Auria e Sebastiano Taccola per | preziosi com
menti al manoscritto. Gli erron fimasti sono unicamente miei
B. Mégret, L'alternative mtionale, Paris, Editions Nationales, 1997, p. 79.
* RW._Firestone, L. Firestone, ] Catlerr, The Seff «. New York-London, Routledge,
2013, p. 5.
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