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SINTESI DEL PROGETTO

In the 21st century the world faces epochal changes which affect every part of society, including
the arenasin which Cultural Heritage (CH) is made, held, collected, curated, exhibited, or simply
exists. These changes- economic, social, demographic, technological and cultural - all both reflect
and are powerfully reflected in Europe’s CH. However as an important asset CH is not always
exploited to its full potential, in terms of its contribution to improving the quality of life for citizens, to
assisting territorial cohesion, to driving economic growth, opening up employment opportunities
and to supporting wider developments such as improvements in education and in artistic careers.
The RICHES project’s particular address is to the profound recalibration of the relationship
between institutional CH practices and the individual which has largely been brought about by the
advent of digital technologies. The RICHES project will open with multidisciplinary research which
will achieve a highly-textured understanding of the context of change in which CH is managed and
transmitted and of how these changes affect the ways in which CH is experienced. More
specifically, the research will consider the impact of digital technologies on CH from two
perspectives: their impact first on the work of institutions and agencies engaged in holding,
preserving, curating and promoting both historic and contemporary CH; and secondly on the work
of practitioners — the creators/producers of our 21st century heritage.
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