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ABSTRACT:
DeFishGear Project originated as a response to the need for effective dealing with the issue of

marine litter in the Adriatic MacroRegion, towards litter free coasts and sea. It aims to facilitate the efforts
of policy makers and stakeholders in effective dealing with the issue of marine litter in the Adriatic.

The strategy behind DeFishGear's combat against negative impacts of marine litter is organized around
sharing scientific knowledge and obtaining accurate, coherent and comparable scientific data that will
ultimately allow the implementation of coordinated and multi-sectoral actions aimed at effective tackling of
marine litter in the Adriatic region.

DeFishGear will result in a strategy for reducing marine litter pollution in the Adriatic Sea by involving
different stakeholders (fishing industry, researchers, policy-makers, NGOs and recycling industry). Upon the
end of the project, the Adriatic region will have its first assessment of marine litter based on data collected
and actions performed in pilot areas, better knowledge on micro plastic pollution and its effects on marine
biota that will continue to promote the reduction of marine litter even after the completion of the project.

The implementation of DeFishGear will bring forth many outputs that will facilitate the participation process
aspect of Integrated Coastal Zone Management Protocol (ICZM). On the basis of the newly acquired
knowledge, it is envisaged to develop a database containing all information relevant to the marine litter and
its connection to the economic activities and social factors. The emphasis will be placed on detecting the
cross-cutting issues among different stakeholders, identifying bottlenecks within their interaction, and
providing the best practical solutions. Since the Project recognizes the importance of maintaining regional



competitiveness, its implementation is directed towards creating connections with recycling industry, thus
enabling the analysis of an entire life cycle of derelict fishing gear suitable for recycling or processing.
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