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ABSTRACT:

The research project aims to analyze the history of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR), a spiritual
awakening movement which was founded in 1967 in the United States of America within the Catholic Church and which
spread rapidly throughout the world, so much so that today it has more than 120 million members. The proposal intends to
focus on three specific objectives:

1. to survey the relationship between US Catholicism and European Catholicism through the history of the CCR;

2. to analyze the reaction of the Catholic Church hierarchy to the CCR, especially that of the pontiffs, through the

analysis of official pronouncements made during meetings with the charismatic groups or at other specific times;
3. to problematize the issue of gender within Catholicism defining the role of women within the CCR.

The research can generally be considered to be a part of World/Global Christianity Studies, seen from a cross-
cultural perspective. It foresees the use of archive material (Notre Dame Archives) and the first historiographical, sociological
and theological texts on the CCR as primary sources in approaching the history and nature of the charismatic movement in
understanding its origin, evolution and success, firstly in US and then in Europe.
The topic is particularly auspicious from the point of view of academic exchange between Europe and the United States, as it
serves as a moment of reflection and dialogue on the theme of the history of Christianity. There being no expert on the
subject of the charismatic movement in the Catholic Church at any of the European universities, this research project
could be a unique opportunity to forge personal career possibilities and new international contacts. Finally, the project
would contribute to the History of Christianity, Studies in World Christianity, American Catholic Studies and European History
on an international level.
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